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again in his Sinngedicht and Sieben Legenden ; it is to be
seen in his " three " combmakers, the " five " loves
of the Landvogt von Gteifensee, the " upright seven ".
Perhaps we may discern a certain connection between
this love of orderly arrangement and the punctilious-
ness of the Zurich official—for fifteen years, from
1861 to 1876, Keller was "Staatssekretar" of the
Canton of Zurich, and " the best Staatssekretar that
Switzerland ever had "—who allowed no excuses of
artistic temperament to come between him and the
fulfilment of his duties. The cyclical character of
the Zuricher Novellen is, however, ignored in the latter
part of the book. Hadlaub is a deft love-story woven
round the scribe to whom, under the patronage of
the Swiss patrician Manesse, we owe the great
Heidelberg manuscript of the Minnesingers; while
Der Narr auf Manegg, a sixteenth century story, pur-
ports to be an incident in the subsequent history of
the Manesse family. Both of these, and especially
Hadlaub^ represent a great advance in historical
veracity over Dietegen. Keller's " golden middle
ages " may be too serene and too highly coloured to
be very true; but it was not his business as a poet
to scrutinize too precisely the gulf that separated the
poetic conventions of the Minnesang from the crude
realities of mediaeval life. He has, we might say,
skimmed the cream of poetry from the age and grafted
—often with a very plausible ingenuity—a delightful
romance on the lyrics of Hadlaub himself that have
come down to us. Ursula, in which Zwingli is the
chief historical figure and the Battle of Cappel the
central event, is, on the whole, and, in spite of an
unsatisfactory close, the best constructed of all Keller's
purely historical novels: while Das Fahnlein der
sieben Aufrechten gives an admirable picture of Swiss
life and political conditions in what was almost Keller's
own time. The older generation of politicians, who,
" born in the eighteenth century, had grown up with
the new ideas ", is contrasted with the new ; and thus

